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TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

INFO OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR OF SAMOA PAGO PAGO AMERICAN 
SAMOA 

SECSTATE WASHDC 2610 
UNCLAS TOKYO 3561 

PASS NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE/ NAKATSU 
S/ FW- COA 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIS, AQ„ KS, US 

SUBJECT: CLOSURE KOREAN BOAT REPAIR FACILITY PAGO PAGO 

REF: (A) SEOUL 1794, (B) TELCON ATKINSON TO GOV. HA YDON (3/27/73) 

( ADVISE REQUESTED REGFISHATT.) 

SUMMARY. ROK OFFICE OF FISHERIES HAS APPROACHED AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
FOR USG INTERVENTION IN REVERSING DECISION OF GOVERNOR HA YDON 
( AMERICA SAMOA) TO CLOSE KOREA DEEP SEA FISHERY ASSOCIATION MARINE 
SHOP IN PAGO PAGO, BASED ON INFO REF A AND B, ROK REQUEST IS 
UNREALISTIC SINCE ORIGINAL PERMIT CLEARLY TEMPORARY. AMERICA SAMOA 
MARINE RAILWAY CAN COMPETENTLY PERFORM NECESSARY WORK. AND 
REAPIR COSTS SHOULD ACTULLY BE REDUCED. END SUMMARY. 

1 . REGFISHATT DISCUSSED TODAY PROPOSED CLOSURE MACHINE SHOP 
KOREA DEEP SEA FISHERY ASSOCIATION PAGO PAGO BY TELEPHONE WITH 
GOVERNOR HA YDON. 

2. AS POINTED OUT REFTEL, A TEMPORARY PERMISSION GIVEN 

KDSFA TO OPERATE MACHINE SHOP CLEARLY BASED ON UNDERSTANDING THAT 
IT WAS NOT PERMANENT AND WOULD BE CLOSED IF AND WHEN AMERICA 
SAMOA DEVELOPED CAPABILITY TO PERFORM NECESSARY REPAIR WORK. 
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3. REGFISHATT UNDERSTANDS THIS ACTION FULLY DISCUSSED LAST YEAR 
WITH THE INDUSTRY ( VAN CAMP, STARKIST, ETC.) AND LOCAL KOREAN 
AND TAIWAN REPRESENTQTIVES BUT NOTICE OF TERMINATION DELAYED 
UNTIL THIS YEAR TO MINIMIZE ANY ECONOMIC HARDSHIP. SIMILAR 
NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN LOCAL TAIWAN MACHINE SHOP. 

4. THE GOVERNOR AND HIS STAFF HAVE CAREFULLY REVIEWED THE 
CAPABILITY OF AMERICA SAMOA' S MARINE RAILWAY AND ARE CONVINCED 
THAT THEY WILL BE ABLE TO COMPETENTLY PERFORM NECESSARY WORK ON 
KOREAN BOATS BUT TO ASSURE THIS, THEY ARE PREPARED TO HIRE KOREAN 
ENGINEERS NOW EMPLOYED KDSFA MACHINE SHOP FOR PERIOD OF TIME. 

5. THE GOVERNOR FURTHER BELIEVES THAT THE COSTS FOR REPAIR WORK 
AT AMERICA SAMOA' S MARINE RAILWAY WILL BE LESS THAN THOSE 
PRESENTLY CHARGED BY KDSFA MACHINE SHOP. FOR EXAMPLE, THE KOREAN 
MACHINE SHOP NOW CHARGES $7.50/ HOUR FOR LABOR IN CONTRAST TO 

$3.58 HOUR CHARGED BY AMERICA SAMOA' S MARINE RAILWAY. 

6. IF OFA CAN SHOW THAT TERMINATION OF THE MACHINE SHOP AT THIS 
TIME WOULD POSE A SERIOUS ECONOMIC PROBLEM TO THE ASSOCIATION OR 
THE KOREAN FLEET, THEN KDSFA/ OFA COULD APPEAL TO THE GOVERNOR 
FOR A DELAY IN THE TERMINATION DATE, ASSUMING 

OF COURSE THAT THE APPEAL COULD BE WELL JUSTIFIED AND THAT 
THE PERIOD OF TIME WOULD BE RELATIVELY SHORT. 

7. FYI THE GOVERNOR STRONGLY FEELS THAT IN LINE WITH HIS POLICY 

OF ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL ECONOMY OF AMERICA SAMOA, THE 
TIME HAS COME FOR THIS ACTIVITY TO BE MADE A LOCAL INDUSTRY. 

AMERICA SAMOA' S PLANS INCLUDE THE EXPANSION OF FISHERY 
FACILITIES AT PAGO PAGO ( ADDITIONAL COLD STORAGE, ETC) THAT 
SHOULD MAKE THIS PORT EVEN MORE ATTRACTIVE TO KOREAN BOATS IN 
THE FUTURE. AS A COUNTRY THAT ONLY RECENTLY HAS RAPIDLY 
DEVELOPED ITS OWN FISHING/ MARINE INDUSTRY, REGFISHATT HOPES 
THAT OFA WOULD UNDERSTAND THE GOVERNOR' S POSITION IN TAKING 
THIS ACTION AND WOULD ASSIST IN THE ORDERLY TRANSITION 
OF THIS ACTIVITY TO AMERICAN SAMOAN INTERESTS AT THIS TIME. 
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